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“Sabbath Rest as Vocation ~ Aging Towards Death”

INTRODUCTION

Better is the end of a thing than its beginning

Gray hair i o crown of glory.

Identifying the Challenges to Aging df .
gl WIS Autumn Alcott Ridenour
Writing in the 1970s, two influential beoks diagnosed)
death and aging within Western culture. Ernst Becker
(1973) describes modern society as averse fo death,
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life.* Such diagnoses do not st well with a popular Wes
success and beauty displayed through the myth of ¢end|
and those goals associated with achicving persanal
cantemporary markeling images. Generall,these i3
ofloss. or frailty
aging and death in the human life cycle

Underlying such images are three pressure points §
meaning of aging toward death from a contemporary le
comes from marketing sdvertisers. While images of g
through a photoshopped overlay grace the covers of
dicts rich in antioxidants appeal to customers for the

el > DDath Rest

Warner Books, 1973), 801

as Vocation

tatclark

REST AS VOCATION

t Challenge

at challenge aging and death scems
eaning of aging from the theologies

transhumanist critique of aging. a
edge some of s desires 3
k from the ends and me:
15, Christian theology af
n condition. For transhum;
ing that might be remedied through
liy:. For Christianity; the problem also
ugh the source of this problem along
iffer from transhumanism
nanists have to alter or depar
 says, “Itis not immediatel
kood from human desire
ore intense or lasting expe

y consider to be good™ How
fains ongoing life, even traala
[ accepts—that some m
change of identity. Such a
entail the possibility that what
hat we value™

oherent

he good of human life to the poin
y also Implicitly trust evolutionary
hrough artificial intelligence or other
ature and current understandings of
Nietzsche would reject
Most accounts of hum
some view of human nature. B

Iahancement. and Christian Theology. 186.
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